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Drop Station Operator Notes 

AVAPS Pre-Flight Check: 
• Apply power to computer first, then AVAPS fan and AVAPS chassis. 
• Start AVAPS., then start Soundings and set the Project Name and Flight ID. 
• Update the Frequency band allocation as required: 

Band A - W53rd, Band B - N42RF, Band C - N43RF, Band D - N49RF, Band E - not allocated 
Perform a prelaunch check on each channel, look for reasonable data and no CRC error status lights. On channel #1 only, 

select Begin Data Collection, then terminate the sonde. On channels 2 through 4, select Abort to cancel the sonde 

initialization. STOP the channel #1 sounding, enter no drop in the comments. 
1.Verify the AVAPS Data mission folder has been created, and it contains files created from the channel #1 sonde. 

AVAPS Launch: 
• Select a sonde frequency in the Green band and away from other sondes 

Enter sonde pressure error offset if 0.4mB or greater 
To avoid interference with active sondes, do not pull the Power Enable Pin during pre-launch setup until after the 
umbilical is attached 

• Select "begin data collection" and verify good data (no winds yet though) prior to putting sonde in launch tube 
• For AVAPS I sondes, remove then reinstall screen over chute cap 
• Loosen ribbon and extend end of ribbon to near, but not over, the sensor end of the sonde 
• Place the sonde in the launch tube, sensor arm up, with the power pin socket facing starboard 
• Verify the sonde is actively tracking GPS data prior to launch 
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